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PRESS RELEASE 

 

International Jurists Union (IJU) has learned with a shock that the state 

government of Karnataka, India is attempting to ban hijab, which is part of the 

Muslim faith. IJU has learned from the international media that a group of BJP 

supported young boys attempted to stop a Muslim girl from entering her college 

while chanting a Hindu religious slogan. 

 

IJU holds that wearing a hijab is a  fundamental religious and democratic right of 

Muslim women guaranteed by the UN and other major international treaties 

signed by India. 

 

India claims to be a  secular democratic country that can not restrict religious 

freedom and cannot directly or indirectly encourage those who preach/ create 

obstacles to religious freedom. 

 

Hence, IJU is asking the Indian government to ensure full freedom for all citizens, 

in particular, Muslims who are seen to be vulnerable. 

 

IJU also demands that any attempt to ban hijab should be scrapped immediately, 

should India remain committed to principles and values of democracy and 

secularism. 

 

Att. Necati CEYLAN 

General Secretary of International Jurists Union 


